MATH V21A < TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Welcome to Math V21A. This course assumes a stbaadground in algebra and trigonometry. The emghason
developing critical thinking and problem solvinglisk so you will be exposed to many math applwasi €.9., word
problems). Upon completion, you should be readpnke second-semester calculus and engineeringgshgsirses.

Attendance. This is very important in a sequential coursehsas mathematics. To understand each topic, 98
need to know what came before. We must move rapadéyver about 40 or more sections in the sem@star tests
and holidays, this works out to about43sections per week). Regular attendance on theopavery student i
required to achieve this goal. The drop policy floe course is discussed in th®URSE REQUIREMENTS AND
GRADING document.

Study Habits. You do not have to be Gauss (the Einstein ofhjnad understand mathematics, but you n
cultivate good study habits. It is possible (althounot desirable) to complete problems, wet understand the
underlying concepts. Improving analytical problerselving skills is an important, but secondary, gufathis course
The principal aim is to instill an awareness ofibasathematical principles. Try these steps:

e The textbook sections to be discussed at the nass eneeting are announced at the end of eachrdedither
you begin to study, quickly scan the headings,upgs, diagrams, and captions in these sections1 §beback
and read the text. Do not worry too much if yourdd understand everything the first time; it is smanportan
to see the material so you know what to expechatext lecture. Write down questions that commited as
you read. Then ask these questions in class (oe lrclassmate to ask them).

e As topics are discussed in class, study the apiatepparagraphs more carefully. Work the examptesarvatct
paper. Don't look at the answer right away. If yai stuck, look at the solution (one line at a Jirfoe a hint.
You may have to study a text section or exampleatguly before it begins to make sense.

e Try the homework problemafter you study the text and your notes. Some studeats with the homewor
problems, thinking that if they find similar exarapland just plug in numbers, they save time bediesedon”
have to read the text! Usually the problems aré ditberent and this method doesn't work. Eveit does work
your understanding will be incomplete, as the tegissoon demonstrate.

o Before the homework assignment is due, ask other studertheck your answers. Work in groups (for m
support) and come to Homework Club (for help oyatir group can't agree on an answer). The answarsst
odd-numbered problems are in the back of the book.

e To prepare for tests, practice by working the exasipnd additional problems in each section. Manye tes:
problems are taken straight out of the text.

e Planto spend 10 to 15 hours per week outside classfarhaps more) studying mathematics.

Problem Solving. If you don't see a way to tackle a problem af@#”0 minutes or so, go to the next one and c
back to it later (the next day, if possible). Ifstildoesn’t work, then get help (see Getting Helpvie Bring your
attempted solution to your helper (tutor, instrucedc.); donot arrive with a blank sheet of paper (or with no gragt
all)! At the very least, draw a completely labetbdgram and/or list the known and unknown quarstitie

Getting Help. There are many ways to obtain assistance! Herpist a few ideas to consider:

o Form study groups and learn with your classmatesdbn't copy each other's work). Very few peogale bandle
the volume and complexity of material for this slagorking alone. Even if you are bright, explaincancepts t
other students will strengthen your mastery ofghigject (those of you who tutor already know thig)isisthe
most effective single method you can use to enhance your comprehension and under standing!

o Attend the Homework Club (see tbeuRrRsE INFORMATION document for my schedule). Make an appointme
you are unable to attend the scheduled hours. O#enavailable at other times as well. Unless Issvsamped o
in class, | will help you whenever you can catcH me

e Try the Tutorial Center, located on the first fladrthe LRC. Even if there are no tutors availaiilés a popula
meeting place for the "brains" in your math clas3ése chances are good that you will find somedeest whc
can help you.

o Ask for help from friends or relatives who havedakhe class previously.
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